
 

 

 

 

Ludwig “Doc” Rosecrans Correspondence 
Ludwig “Doc” Rosecrans was born in 1914 and he was the only son in his family. His 
father became a successful physician but Ludwig chose a very different career path. He 
came to the Superstition Mountain area to search for gold shortly after World War II. He 
was in his early thirties. He lived in a ramshackle shack built on his mining claim just off 
of the Apache Trail. 

Doc was somewhat of a philosopher who had his own ideas about the soul and various 
other related topics. Although in 1949 he published a book, “Spanish Gold and the Lost 
Dutchman”, he also “intended” to publish a book on these other interests. 

Over the years many searchers visited Doc at his home on the Apache Trail and he was 
always a cordial host. The McGees knew of Doc shortly after they began coming to the 
Superstitions and in 1965 Bernice contacted him by mail. They became good friends and 
so began the following correspondence that continued until 1974. 

Below is an edited excerpt from a Bernice e-mail which adds some colorful insight. 

Think you would enjoy reading letters from Doc Rosecrans....his letters dating 
from 7/20/65 until 1/1/74. Doc was a little off the wall with some of his beliefs 
about life in general, but he pretty much knew everything going on around his 
Superstitions. 

We received, an autographed copy of "Spanish Gold and the Lost Dutchman" by 
Ludwig G. (Doc) Rosecrans. We visited Doc many times. He lived right off the 
Apache Trail in a make-shift dwelling...squatters rights, proving up on a so-called 
mine behind his house. Just had to dig once in a while to make him legal. View 
was great, looking South East toward the Massacre Grounds. He loved 
hamburgers. Either by car, or on our motorcycles, we would ride up to his place 
with hamburgers. It is a wonder he didn't die of food poisoning. He wouldn't eat 
while we were there but stored them in his rafted ceiling where they just fit in a 
crack. Hot, hot roof! He was so proud to have been hired as an extra in a movie. 
He flashed a mirror from up on the Massacre Grounds. Almost a documentary. 
Wish I could remember the title. Other old timers told us Doc was a Remittance 
Man. Lived on money sent him by family in Houston. Evidently they had money. 

Rather than create one large file, I have grouped the letters in chronological segments. 
This should reduce the time required for the web page to load. 

 

 

Enjoy, 

Garry and Carol Cundiff  
May 2, 2009 
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